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FROM THE CHAIl R0 S DESK

Dear @lleagues,

Welcome to the third edition of the online magazine for NIA Lagos State Cha
Ekotecture Quarterlyl would like to convey to all members and amembers who
are regular readers of EQ our appreciation for their support and encouragem
Also, we thankall those who have advertised in the magazine so far for th
patronage and enjoin others to take advantage of this great opportunity to reach
to our over 2,000 registered members.

This edition promises to be quite enlightening as the topics are sivayuching on
both social and professional issues. It calls for an introspection of our profess
lives and how we affect others. EQ#3 discusses concepts of responsibility
business in depth. We also continue our sojourn on sustainability in dnar Anchi
Lecture, taking a different yet intriguing approach. Based on special request an
need to drawurgent attention, our feature article is on The Old Secretariat, Mari
which is in a sorry state. It promises to be quite revealing.

We also ackowledge various requests from members for printed editions of EQ

Plans for a compendium is in the pipeline but for now, each edition can be foun
0KS [/ KI LI S RiIp:&niagesds.ary/Z0S7/repdis/ .

Finally, | wish to take this opportunity to once again thank all members, guests
wellg A AKSNE FT2NJ I &adz00SaafdzZ [! C yodnH
us and is beneficial to us and the general socidgppy reading!

Arc Fitzgerald Umah MNIA, RIBA
NIA lagosSate Chapter Chairman
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EDITORIAL

A warm welcomeo the third edition of EQJArchitecture by its naturés a creatie,

problemsolving process. Thas perhapswhy our formal training usuallyinvolves
analytical thought andharnessingmagination However his usuallyleaves other

aspecs of the professiorlargelyuntouched and we focis on two of thesein EQ#3:
Businessand Social Responsibilitinterestingly, he latter wasdiscusseextensively
at the recent[ 32 a | NIY&hi [(AS 8.0 By ®eyote speakers likeProf.

OgunsanyaBishop Kukahand Arc. Kunle Adeyemiwho chargedus, as we go in
search of ouGolden Fleeceao spare a thought fathe less privileged, the homeless
andthose who by virtue dbeingthe minority orsilent majorityend uphavinglimited
influencein desigranddevelopment E@¢3intendsto bringthisdiscour to the fore
from different perspecties.

The World Report on Disability, published by the WHO and World Bank in, 201
showedthat about 15% of our population have at least one disability or the other
Such a significant percentage cannot be ignored if architecture is meant to be an

inclusive problerrsolving procesdo we support disability confidese? How do we
reflect this in our degns especiallyin public buildings?Are we guilty ofthe
conciliatory rampgustto comply withHSE standar@Qur guest commatator isMr.
David AnyaeleExecutive Director dFhe Centre for fizens with Disabilities (COD
Heisan experiencedisability Policy & Legislative Advocatelwill speak on behalf
of the physically challenged among.

¢ KAa& jdzZl NI SNDna
approach to sustainality and social responsibilityhich tallies with [ | C
theme: An Architectural AutopoiesiSimply put, it is the arctéctural application of
natural solutions to maamade problems. We tharRrof. Adebamowdor providing
an abstract of his inaugural lecture omimicryfor this.

In the modern world, architestwork in many nortraditional sectorsand have

D

| Bidbnitrietjc SAGKitdei® an RidteieStidzh |a

created things outside their stereotypical sphehen you realizéhat Scrabble

EQ

was inveted by an architectit drives the message homéNe now have
entertainment architects bathroom designers, navakchitects and architects in
politics journalign etc. Quch diversification hasot been fullytappedin Nigeriabut
we will showcaséehe fewin our new interview segmentalledArchitects in Nor
Traditional RolesOur first interviewln Search oArchitects without BordersAfrica
is with Engr. Virgile Houssou Althougha civil engineerthe interview focuses on
social respasibility andthe call for architectsto get involved inhumanitarian
service With our IDP situationflood disasterand communities living iappalling
conditions, there i need for local architect® join NGOr form their ownto find
solutions The deartlof architectsin this areas highlighted by our interviewee who
currently works with an international NGO i@entral African Republic assising
ravagedcommunities.

We also introduce the Business of Architecture a new mini-series following
observations abur Chapter meetingswhile the Vox Popshowcases glatedtopic:
How canwe ensure fees aréully paid for servicarendered?As desigmoves from
‘handdraftingto BIM andprojectmanagemengraduallypeconesagile we askAre
‘clients now undervaling the architec@ contributions? Db they need re-
enlighterment or do we need tae-adjust tothe times?

Our feature article isThe Old Secretariaian iconicbuilding in oury I (i Ah&tgr@ &
Detailed intervention is urgentlyrequired to save this listed buildingour special

thanks goes tddara Uwattand Arc. Peju Fatuydf Legacyfor arranging the tour.

. Finally, ve appreciate your overwhelming supp@md interestso farand invite you

qto send your commentgontributions toekotectureq@gmail.comHappy Reading!

ARCCLAUDE OPARvnia
Chairman, Publications Committee NIA&SC & Editor EQ


mailto:ekotectureq@gmail.com

FEEDBACK EQ

The Chairman,

I must commend you on the publication of the maiden edition of the E-newsletter.

The article on the Independence Building is quite informative. Perhaps you can

|l ook at the old federal secretariat whi
| visited in 2012) for your next issue.

Although there is a saying that says do not judge a book by its cover, most times
the cover depicts what is inside the book! The cover to your maiden newsletter is a

very ol d picture of L ago sentdlpfutifladatelvsé 0 6 s|.

stated on that picture so it can be viewed in the correct time frame.
Be that as it may, well done!
Personal Regards,

Roti Delano | Principal
DELANO ARCHITECTS | 3/5 Boyle Street | Onikan | Lagos

Dear Sir,

Many thanks for the excellent work that NIALSC is doing in educating its members
and the wider public on current issues in architecture, particularly its relationship
with the built environment.

My kind regards,

OJ Ebohon BA (Hons) MA (Econ.Dev) PhD (Energy & Devt.) LLM (Env. Law)
MEI ISEE ASEE FRSA, Reader on Energy, Sustainability, and Development, &

Director, Developing World Built & Natural Environment Research Unit, Leicester
School of Architecture, De Montfort University, Leicester, LE1 9BH, England.

All comment s should be sent to ekotectureqg@gmail.com
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widle have'the permanent solution

We provide fuel purifiers that are reliable and virtually maintenance-free because of their

filterless, durable design.

Our fuel purifiers:
-Preservefuel and enginelife
-Lastthelifetime of yourequipment
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-Reduce equipmentbreakdowns and
-Extendthelife of filters
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GUEST COMMENTARY

THE ARCHITECT'S RESPONSIBILITY TO PEOPLE WITH
DISABILITIES: ACCESS TO INFRASTRUCTURE

What is access to a person with disabi({iwD)and to another without disability
The term WccesQis seen from different anggeeven amongst persons with
disabilities. To the blind, access is different from access to the pitlysiballenged.
The same applies to theearing impaired and the deaf.

Interestingly many studies never addresseahpecificissues of disabilitiedany of
these studies investigate general phenomena on persons with disability, nonethg
without any cogent reference to the challenges faced by PWDs in accessing [
and private institutionsFor a person with digality, ACCESS is EVERYTHING. W
there is no access, the PWD is denikd basic benefit he or she shduénjoy. To

this end thesubject of access to the PWdbould be treated as a right and not i
charity-based issue.

Thereare many international treda¢s which protect the rights of individuals for
which those documents protect. One of such universal docusiait protect the
rights of Persons with Disability is the United Nations Convention on the Righ
Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD), of which Nigeria is a signatory anaiifiess
the optional protocolhoweverit has not been domesticated.

Anotherexample thatmakes reference to PWDs in passing is the 1999 Constitut
which while touching on different aspects of humiaghts was quick to categorizg

PWDs as one of the most vulnerable groups in Nigeria. This same Constif

EQ
It is worthy to note thatArticle 10 of the Draft African Protocol on Protection of
wAIKGA 2F tSNA2ya 6AGK 5AaloAfAlGASaA
persons with disabilities with the right of access to physical environment,
transportation, hnformation and communications, and other facilities and services
open or provided to the publi® ¥he Nigeria Building Code médrces the need to
provide access in desigio persons with disabilities. This is simplgcause those
who designed the @le were following international best practices. However, it is
on good notice that th&ode is notbeingput into practicewhen designs areade,
thereby making nosense of it

The various institutions in Nigeria, both private and pytilicoughdeliberate and
undeliberateactions deny PWDs access in many wa&jany of the designs that are
put out there are a function of deliberate action against persons with disabilities.
’lEThis is so because persons with disabilities are not considered as relevthst in
pu masterpieces desigred. It must be understood that PWDs have unique needs and
hEthus must be considered in dggas to cater for these needs. Houilding designs to
capture the need of thélind or visually impairedt should be fitted withelectronic
sound systemsfor the deaf or hearing impaired must be fitted with maps and
directional guides, for the physically challenged, thereusth be rampsnd lifts etc.
particularly if the buildings are highse.

il

4

It is important thatall stakeholders, iparticularthe Nigerian Institute of Architects

S provide leadership in ensuring that public buildings are accessible through
responsible and inclusive designs so that no one is left behind. Remember no one is
immune from acquiring disability as disability not a respecter of professional

Orbackground, social status or gender.

[

DAVID O. ANYAELE
UlEyecutive DirectgrCentre for Citizens with Disabilities (CCD)

recognized the civicghts of all citizens but unfortunately, PWDs are prevented frgm

enjoying theg basic rights because obnditions of physical, mental, intellectual o
sensory impairments. In other words, disability translates into jural disability
situation in which beng a person with disability becomes an impediment
enjoyment of rights in the society.

From the foegoing, the Nigeria constitution by its crafting discriminates agai
persons with disabilities in spite of Nigeria being a signatory to the UNCRPD.

’
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ARCHILECTURE

SUSTAINABLE ARCHITECTURE:
NATURE THROUGH BIOMIMICRY

A RETURN TO

Introduction

Historically, achitects have depended on nature for inspiration for building forr
and approaches to decoration. However, the lessons from nature which inforr
many vernacular approaches to design were later abandoned for the ubiquity
convenienceoF 2 aaAf FdzSt 4G GKS | R@Syl4G 27

Now with the reality of climate change and the compelling need for low/zero carl
design, there is an opportunity to explore the incredible effectiveness of

responses that nature brings into ¢kitecture. The massive advantages of scientifi

knowledge, better tools, technology and aesthetic responsibilities unhindered

historical dogma, have given credence to the idea of relating architecture wi
nature, unlike the limitations in the early peds (Adejumo and Adebamowo, 2012). §

With lessons from nature, we are able to go beyond mitigation and adaptati

approaches to environmentally Sustainable Architecture. Through th
approaches, we have also reached a stage of regenerative architectherew
buildings would cease from being static consumers and become net produce
useful resources. This approach of mimicking nature and utilizing the principles
guide natural forms and systems is what can be caltetitectural biomimicry It is
important from an architectural perspective to make a distinction betwe
WOA2YANKONERY2NLIKAAYE D

lllustrations of Biomimicry

Modern Architects have used nature as a source for unconventional forms
48Y02fA0 aa20A A2y d C2NJ SEI YLX §2

¢ 2! 0dZAf RAYy3a YR CNIyl [f2@R 2NRIK
biomorphism rathe than biomimicry. The TWA terminal at John F. Kennedy Airp
New York, Eero Saarinen used biomorphic forms to capture the poetry of flight,
John Wax building, Frank Lloyd Wright likened the columns in the building to w

AKFLIS 2F

thf:r)r.-lp.:l.-:s termite mounds - zero waste
construction with solar powered

ar-conditioning.

Or Approach wiew of the eastqate certre

hi
atE'iG 1: The East gate Centre

NorliSouts section showna the two

EQ
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THE EASTGATE CENTRE by architect Mick pearce
a bulding inapired by termite mounds that
mntar nfortable condibwonm close to

the equator without mechanical cocling.

Schematic of the natural ventdation
blocks lnked by the coversd mal. of the buicng

lilies. While they cre@ a spectacular space, they have nothing functionally in
common with lily leaves. However, the Beijing National Stadium designed in the
E YA
inspiration from termite mounds thanaintains comfortable conditions close to the
equator without mechanical cooling are good examples of biomimicry. Figures 1 &
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FIG 2: The Beijing National Stadiu

Principles of Biomimicry

In biomimicry, we seek design inspiration from the processes, structures and fq
of the natural world. Flora and fauna use available resources sparingly, and
responsive to local conditions. They are also adaptive andemsit climate and
environment. Nature displays extremely higttength structures and forms, ang
processes which are energyoducing, carborabsorbing, zero wastgenerating
and waterconserving.

Biomimicry is based on the principle that we could mirhie vay nature work and
solves problems and then apply these solutions to architectural design and the

buUiYA YA O1 SRQ®

EQ
6) Nature banks on diversity.

7) Nature demands local expertise.
8) Nature curbgxcesses from within.

9) Nature taps the power of limits.

Approaches to Biomimicry

Approaches to biomimicry as a design process typically fall into two categories:
Defining a human need or design problem and looking to the ways other organisms
or ecosysters solve this, termed herdesign looking to biologyor identifying a
particular characteristic, behaviour or function in an organism or ecosystem and
translating that into human designs, referred toldslogy influencing design.

Pedersen Zari, (2007) groses a framework for understanding the application of
biomimicry that redefines these different levels and also attempts to clarify the

yroptential of biomimicry as a tool to increase regenerative capacity of the built
savironment. By defining the kinds biomimicry that have evolved, this framework6

may allow designers who wish to employ biomimicry as a methodology for improvirg
the sustainability of the built environment to identify an effective approach to take.
This framework is applicable to both appobees (design looking to biology, and
biology influencing design).

NJi
¢ KAa
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environment. Benyus (1998) introduced nine principles to describe how nafurfiomimetic technologies it ispparent that there are three levels of mimicry; the

works and contribute to environmental sustainability. These nine piesiare:
1) Nature runs on sunlight.

2) Nature uses only the energy it needs.

3) Nature fits form to function.

4) Nature recycles everything.

5) Nature rewards cooperation.

organism, behaviour and ecosystem. The organism level refers to a specific organisir
like a plant or animal and may involve mimicking part of or the whole organism. The
second level refers to mimicking beiour, and may include translating an aspect of
how an organism behaves, or relates to a larger context. The third level is the
mimicking of whole ecosystems and the common principles that allow them to
successfully function.

Within each of these levels, further five possible dimensions to the mimicry exist.
The design may be biomimetic for example in terms of what it looks like (form), what
it is made out of (material), how it is made (construction), how it works (process) or



EQ

what it is able to do (function). It is expected that some overlap between different
ve. BRAIN TEASER

Conclusion . Who iswidely referred to as Father of Modernism in architecture?
CNIyl [f28R 2NAIKGIQA LINRYOA LX

kinds of biomimicry exists and that each kind of biomimicry is not mutually exclug

In relating Architecture to nature, we require a functional solution if we are to bring
about the transformation we desire. Therefore, biomimicry rather than

biomorphism is what we need. Finally, while adopting biomimicry in Architecture, . Who was the firs.t l\.lige'rian Architect? _ :
we should be carfell not to be purely scientific about design. This is becayse . What fam.ous. building is knoyvn for not standing up straight?
Architecture, as we know has emotional dimension which therefore should touch . The opening intte pantheon is called

the spirit, uplift the soul and celebratée age in which it is created. . CKS FyydZdt FéFNR 2FGSYy GSN¥SR
PROF. MIKE ADEBAMOYHOO.D. Dept. of Aratecture, UNILAG What is the appropriate term for the task of making blueprints?
2 K2 A& FrY2dza FT2N 6KSaS g2NRa
is one of the chararistics of Brutalism.
. The design and production of materials, structures, and systems 1§
are modelled on biological entities and processes is termed as
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FEATURE ARTICLE
THE OLD SECRETARIAT:

IN NEED OF REVIVAL

KEY FACTS

1 Location : Marina, Lagos Island

9 Iconic value : Nigeriads first sagemetraridst od
1 Project Team : Public Works Department

1 No. of floors : 2 (towers - 4)

1 Site coverage :1700sgm

M  Year of completion : 1895 (19067?)

M Aliases: Ministry of Justice, Lagos Liaison Office

1 Architecture: Revivalism (Neo -Classical)

EQ
GThe most handsome building of its kind | have yet seen in BritishéAfrica
Dame Margerey PerhaBristish Historian/writer of African affairs, 1931

If you were thinking of the old Federal Secretariat, Ikoyi, when the name was
mentionede@ 2dz I N F2NBAGSYyd b2 Ylye (yz2e¢ i
90Sy FS4SNI(1y2¢ GKFEG GKS 2FFAOS 2F (K
governorgeneral, was located here. Nowadays, it is merely referred to as the pink
and-white building located erroute Lagodsland Maternity © more specifically: the
Ministry of Justice, Lagos Liaison Office.

When in 1960, the British Government gifted us with théependence House (see
EOQ#1) located a few blocks away, as a befitting edifice to reflect ja@st
Modernism and to accommodate an increasing federal workforce, the Secretariat
started losing revance. Further expansion of federal paraswitaly (G KS ¢
necessitated the construction of a new secretariat in Ikoyi leaving the first one
practically abandonedndleft to decay. Ironically though, while her two successors
are now suffering the samate, the Old Secretariat is the only one still occupieds
albeit barely. It is also one of the three remaining listed buildings in Lagos. o

To some, the Old Secretariat mighot be too striking butsinceappreciation of
architecture, like artshould beboth intuitive and cognitive one must take into
context its influencesto fully appreciate itFor example,tiwould be foolhardy to
compare the Pompidou Centre to the Parthenbacause their influences vary
greatly. Thereforea good appreciation of the Ol8ecretariat can only be achieved
with a better grasp of the historical and social climatehe time.

HISTORICAL & SOCIAL PERSPECTIVES

It is the nineteenth century: Revivatinis trending; dd styles are being revived and
YI RS WK A LIClagsigidmivlyich starté&dzit all a century earlier with the
FYFTAy3 RA&ZO2GSNE 2F GKS w2YlLy OAGe 2
anythingRoman architecture. Now it lsagiven birth to other movements such as
Neo-Greek, NeeGothic, NeeNorman, NeeByzanthe etc. It was a sign of
sophistication in the Age of Enlightenmeahd to have anything else implied
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ignorance. People were tired of Baroque: both the Roman style (what we
Brazilian architecture here) andhe French style (Sierra Leonean/Creo
archtecture). Revival architecture, sometimes dubbed colonial architecture
former colonies, wasow the language of the British. Lagos became a Britdbny

in 1862right in the heat of NeeQassicismand Revival. he Old Secretariat wag
considered itsignaturebuilding

Sir Walter Egerton

CAYAAKSR G Fo2dzi GKS al Y$S At HOUS

building in Lagos at the time. It was located on prime property flanked in front by
Marina a posh lagoon front in the British section of Lagos, Broad Street dyeh
Joseph Street and BroelStreet on the left and right respectivelylhe site of the
Old Secretariahad housed various government buildings prior to its constructig
Now, it only hostshe Government Prirdrs (1894) and the Old Secretariat extensia
(postWorld War II).
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building indicated by a broken line.

1)Government Printers

7)Outhouse
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8)Stables

3y KASF Wdza i A O0SQa

9)Rifle Store

4)Colonial Secretary Office & Quarte

10)WAAF Quarters & Office

5)Interior Office

11)Boat shed
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Marind) was completed, the Secretariat was considered the most fashionable
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